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advance of the examination by the Pensidn Of-
fice. Does Mr, Bentley suppose that men of busi-
ness are ready to throw away their time, their
correspondence, the postage which they haveto
pay, for the sake of getting up frandulent cases,
and that a whole class of men are ready and
willing to suborn perjury, with all the chances
of defeat and disgrace ?

It is to the interest of the claim agent that
he takes no claim which is not on its face just
and right, and thus practically you have the
Judgment, in advanee, of an expert whose opin-
ion is worth fully as much as that of a clerk in
the Pension Office.  And this course is just to
$he claimant. They are generally persons of
small means, if not in actual poverty. To re-
quiie them to pay in advance, or, at all events,
for services to be rendered. wonld be a denial of
Justice.

It the course recommended by the Commis-
sioner should be the law, then, indeed. yvou
might expect the pension claimants to be delil.-
erately robbed. Then all cases of all sorts
would be taken for the ]l't‘“lliillul‘_\' fee, and
without examination. Then, instead of a ¢lass
of men who make this law and its practicd their
study, every shyster who could get hold of an
alleged claim would start it for the sake of the
fee.

Again, the Commissioner Sy
W]wlu 'l']:sim agents }::a\’t- ilw.‘ll ~lc'!1-|'1’.ml i!i l-
tempting to defraud both the Goverument and
their clients, thus :-ill!llil'i_'fili;_" them as a ~lass to
a measure of suspicion.”

Does Mr. Bentley mean to lmpugn the ¢ rac-
ter of all persons who act as pension attorneys ?
He will hardly venture so rash an assertion.
Yet, if he does not so mean, he had no right to
use such sweeping statements, And yet, in a
grave official communication, the Commissioner
ventures to slander a body of men—to slur their
good name and fame—us one of the “ reqsons”
why he cannot believe what is shown to him by
unquestioned legal evidence. It is very disin-
genuous, and shows the straits to which he
must have been reduced,.

S0, too, in pursuit of the same object, he can-
not vesist the temptation to charge another large
class with negleet of sworn duty, and with con
niving at and taking part in impositions upon
the United States. Now, the medical profes-
gion, as a rule, is one of high honor: and these
examiners or examining surgeons are the select
ones, chosen by the Commissioner himself, Yot
he does not hesitate to charge them with TOSS
develiction of duty, of yielding to local influ-
ences of a base and personal character. and of
being willing parties to the grand conspiracy
which his jaundiced mmagination has detected
against “ the peace and dignity of the Pension
Office ™ and the purse of the nation.

And all this array of insinuations is merely
the base from which he moves forward to repeat
again bis grand panacea for all ills—the creq.
tion of an ambulatory body of select appointees,
whose llllf'\' it shall be to throw every obstacle
in the way of all claims, just and nnjust,

We have in previous numbers dwelt sufii-
t'.l(-‘llt}“,‘ upon this wild potion of the Commis-
sioner, and shown how utterly foreign it is to
American character and hLabits of thought ;
with what ingenuity it is contrived to fasten «
lot of supernumerary barnacles upon the wyslen),
and to put into full orgunization the great prin-
1:”:[& of ** How not to do it.”

Oue thing more in this extraordinary letter,
and we have doue for the present. It is the
statement that the payment of attorneys’ tees by
the pension ageut is a hardship on the agent,

Mr. Bentley neglects to state to the committee
that the peusion agents are allowed 1o take out
of each fee the sum of * thirty cents” us com-
pensation for their time and labor; and this
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compensation is a very liberal one, and entirvely
satisfactory to the pension agents, whatever it
may be to the attorneys,

What They Say of Us.

The following are specimens of letters coming
to us by the hundred from all parts of the United
Ntates:

WiLsoN StarioN, Kaxsas, Mareh 3, 1878,

The more I read yonr paper the more anxious | am to

have it. P8
ManexNa, lowa, March 2, 1875,

I feel like 1 had found a new friend * I should
like to see you make it warm for them, 8 J. G

Fampanks, lowa, Mareh 3, 1875.

Nail the ‘* Stars and Stripes ™’ to the mast and the boys
in blue will stand by you.  *“ Ernevex Bovs 1x BLug."

Caririer’s Mg, Saniye Co., luusors,

fv:,;h r ’f'f?'.f,' J -4‘ :’.\":.\'_

Its just the right thing for the soldier. I like the way

it treats on the pension laws. 1 wish you success, and
all T have to say is, ** just go for em." W. T, D.

Racing, Wisconsin, February 22, 1878.
Accept my thanks for the stand you have taken in onr
behalf.  May your little paper live, and may you sce the
traits of your labor, N.G. BE.

Evizaneruvonr, N. J., March 6. 1878,
You will please send me your NaT1o5AL TRIBUNE. and
I feel it @ pleasure to myself and to you, that sinee [ re-
ceived your paperat New Years, that [ bave secured three
subseribers for your paper in the State of New J¢ rsey,

men that had never seen or heard of the NATIONAL Tri-

BUNF B. N. W.
tAINESVILLE, Coox (0., Tuxas
Febiwary 1, 187?8.

There is only a skirmish post of us here in Conk county,
but we want the Navtoxarn TrRisuNE, A. W IL

MARsmALL, MIOHIGAN, Fodr ary 6, 1878.

[ should have been glpd to have subscribed long ere
this, had I known of its publication. It is just what every
soldier needs and fills the canteen to the stopper, when
for so long there has been so great a vacuum, and all en-
qeiring can obtain reliable information to what pertains
especially to themselves, P. S. ScHUYLER,

Late Captain Company H, 2d Mich. Cavalry.
WoopsTock, VERMONT, February 28, 1878.

It is the best thing out for the soldier, I shall recom-

mend it, S, W.T.

——

Dixon, Lee Co., InLiNois,
March &, I878.
I am highly pleased with the open, frank and telli-
gent manner in which you set forth the interests of the
soldier. . T. H.

——

Erizagers, W. Va., January 8, 1878,
[ do very heartily subseribe for your most excellent
paper, I think it is more to the purpose than any that 1
have SeCI. E R,

Haxover, Mass., Januwary 15, 18738,
Enclosed you will find tifty cents for the Narionar
TriBUNE for one year, a paper I think highly of, and one
I believe will be a benefit to our soldiers, who suffered for
their country,

It you do not want to be dropped from the
Pension rolls nor have your Pension vednced,
subsceribe for Tur NarioNan TRIBUNE.
seription price, only fifty cents a year,

Sub-

In future numbers of Tug NATIONAL Tri-
BUNE., we \\'”] call :dlrlll.i(il] O t,‘\'i‘[uin i_l]Ilimi_‘.‘ﬁ
10 the Pension Office. which must be corrected

Soldiers, stand by THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE.
Give us a circulation of 250,000, and we will
put till't'llg‘*l the Pension and “(.lllll[}-’ Bills, and
will effect the needed reforms in the Pension
Office. Do not tll'lil.\'. Decide i}lii‘l_\', l'!‘unkl.\'_
aud at once,

A Ridiculous Myth.

The New York 7Times says: “Tt is an insult
to human ntelligence to ask any man to aceept
as history this ridiculous myth. We never had
any civil war. Intelligent men do not fight
for four years and ﬁll:t“.\' conqguer their foes,
only to throw away all the fruits of vietory and
to beg the vanquished to come and rule over
them. The American civil war deserves to be
classed with the Trojan war, and it is quite
possible that the former is merely a variation of
the latter and older legend.”

WAR OF 1812!
A NEW PENSION LAW!

Glad Tidings to Survivors and Widows !

By act of Congress, approved March 9, 1878,
all surviving officers and enlisted nnd drafted
men, including militia andy volunteers, of the
military and naval service, who served 14 days
or were in any engagement,and were honorably

discharged, and the surviving widows of sneh.

-are entitled to pension at the rate of 88 per

month from the passage of this act.

The following is the full and correct text of
the law':

-

e it enacted !’*‘U the Senai» el f{vna.-‘.«r H‘"' ar"r presentatives
af the United States of America tn Congress assembled.
I'hat the Secretary of the Interior be. and he is hereby,
authorized and directed to place on the pension-rolls the
names of the surviving officers and  enlisted and drafted
men, without regard to color, including militia and volun-
teers, of the military and naval service of the United
States who served for fourteen days in the war with Great
Britain of 1812, or who were in any engagement and were
honorably discharged, and the surviving widows of such
oflicers and enlisted and drafted men.

SEC. 2. That this act shall not apply to any porson who
is receiving a peosion at the rate of 28 pevmonth or more,
nor to any person receiving a pension. of legs than 88 pur
month, except for the difference between the PeUsion now
veceived (if less than $8 per month) and &8 per month
Pensions under this act shall be at the rate of $3  per
month, except as herein provided, and shall be P to th
persons entitled thereto, from and after the passage of
this act, for and during their natural lives: Mroe
That the pensions to widows providad for in
cease when they shall marry again.

SEC. 3. That before the name of any person shall be
placed upon the pension-rolls, under this act proof shall
be made, under such rules and regulations as the Com-
missioner of Pensions with the approval of the Secretary
of the Interior, shall prescribe, that the applicant is en.
titled to a pension under this aect: and any person who
shall falsely take any oath required to Le taken under the
provisions of this act shall be guilty of periary ; and the
Secretary of the Int rior shall cause to be stricken {rom
the rolls the name of any person when it shall appear, by
proof satisfactory to him, that such name was put on said
rolls by or through false or frandulent representations, or
by mistake as to the vight of such person to a pension
under this act. The loss or lack of a certificate of dis-
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charge shall not deprive the applicant of the benefit of

this act, but other proof of service performed aud of an
honorable dlscharge if satisfactory, shall be deemed sufhi-
cient ; and when there is no record evidence of suech ser-
vice and such discharge, the applican! may establish the
same by other safisfactory testimony : Proaided, That
when any person has been granted a land w arant, under
any act of Congress, for and on acconnt of service in the
said war of 1812, such grant shall be vrimv i-fucie evidence
of his service and honorable discharge, so asto entitle him.
it living, or his widow if he be dead, to a pension under
this act | but snch evidence shall not be conclusiy e, o d
may be rebutted by evidence that such land-warrant was
improperly granted,

SEC. 4. That all applications for pensions of the class-
es provitded for in this act herdinfore or which may here-
after be made shall be considered and decided as though
made under this act ; and all laws now in foree in regard
to the manner of paying pensions, and in referoence to the
punishment of frauds, shall be applicable to all elaims
under the provisions of this act,

SEC. 5. That the Secretary of the Interior be. and he
is hereby, authorized and directed to vestore to the pen-
sion-rolls the names of all persons now surviving hereto-
fore pensioned on acconnt of service in the war of 1812
agamst Groat Dritain or for service in any of the Indian
wars, and whose names were stricken from the olls in
pursuance of the act entitled ** An act authorizing the
Secretary of the Intevior to strike from the ponsion-rolls
the names of' such persons as have taken ap arms assinst
the Government or who have in any manner encomraged
the rebels,” approved February 4. 15023 and that the
Joint resolution entitled ¢ Joint resolution prohibiting
piyment by any officer of the Government Lo any person
not known to have been opposcd to the rebellion and iu
favor of its suppression,” approved Marel; 2, INGT, and
soction 4716 of the Revised Statutes of the United Stitos,
shall not apply to the persons provided for by this act
Proeided, That no money shall be paid to any one on ac-
count of pensions for the time during which his name re-
mained stricken from the rolls,

Sec, 6, That the surviving widow of any pensioner of
the war 1812, where the name of said pensoner was strick-
en from the peusion-rolls in pursuance of the set entitled
*An act authorizing the Beeretary of the Interior to strike
from the pension-rolls the names of such persons as have
taken up arms aguinst the Government or who have in
any lanner encouraged the rebels,”” approved February
4, 1862, and where, under the existing provisions of law,
said pensioner died without his name wing restored to the
rolls, shall be entitled to make claim for a pension as
such widow after the passage of this act : Providad, That
no sueh arrearages shall be paid for any period prior (o
the time of the removal of the disability of the pensioner,
as provided in section five : And provided Surther, That
under this act any widow of a revolutionary soldier who
served fourteen days or was in auy eugagement shall
be placed npon the pension-roils of the United States and
ceive a pension at the rate of $8 per month,

Sec. 7. That ull'laws and clauses of laws in conflict
with this act, be, and they are hereby, repealed,

All persons included in above law should send
‘names and addresses to Guorar K. Lemox, Lock
Box 47, Washington, D. C,
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